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Reasons for allowance 

Claim1-9 are allowed over the closest prior arts Meron (US 6950690) and Caspi 
(US 6909794. 

1. Regarding Claim 1, Meron and Caspi discloses limitations a-d. The 
combination of Meron and Caspi is silent and however do not disclose, e) 
retrieving a global index and an anatomical index and computing 

local travel distance based on said global index and said anatomical index; and 
f) retrieving corresponding images in a neighborhood of said computed local 
travel distance from another pass based on prior selection of the possible image 
features. Therefore Claim 1 is allowed. 

2. Claims 2-5 depend on independent Claim 1, therefore they are allowed. 

3. Regarding claim 6, combination of the closest prior arts Meron and Caspi does 
not disclose a digital image processing method for aligning in vivo images from 
multiple passes of a gastrointestinal tract to aid in diagnosing gastrointestinal 
disease, comprising the steps of: e) retrieving corresponding images from 
another pass based on prior selection of the possible image, features: 
wherein selection of the possible indexed features includes the step of selecting 
an in vivo image using a global index; wherein retrieving corresponding images 
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from another pass based on prior selection of the in vivo image using the global 
index further includes the steps of: d2) computing a local travel distance using a 
global travel distance and the anatomical identity. Therefore it is allowable over 
prior arts. 

4. Regarding claim 7, combination of the closest prior arts Meron and Caspi does 
not disclose a digital image processing method for aligning in vivo images from 
multiple passes of a gastrointestinal tract to aid in diagnosing gastrointestinal, 
disease, comprising the steps of: e) retrieving corresponding images from 
another pass based on a prior selection of the possible image features; wherein 
selection of the possible indexed features includes the step of selecting an in vivo 
image by browsing a plurality of images; wherein retrieving corresponding 
images from another pass based on prior selection of the possible indexed 
features further includes the steps of: d3) computing a local travel distance using 
a global travel distance and the anatomical identity; d4) locating images 
corresponding to the anatomical identity. Therefore it is allowable over prior arts 
of record. 

5. Regarding claim 8, combination of the closest prior arts Meron and Caspi does 
not disclose a digital image processing method for aligning in vivo images from 
multiple passes of a gastrointestinal tract to aid in diagnosing gastrointestinal 
disease, comprising the steps of; e) retrieving corresponding images from 
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another pass based on prior selection of the possible image features; wherein 
selection of the possible indexed features includes the step of Selecting an in rive 
image using an anatomical identity and a local index; wherein retrieving 
corresponding image from another pass based on prior selection of the possible 
indexed features further includes the steps of: d1) computing a local travel 
distance using a global travel distance and the anatomical identity. Therefore it is 
allowable over prior arts. 

6. Regarding claim 9, combination of the closest prior arts Meron and Caspi 
disclose an in vivo imaging alignment and processing system. Meron and Caspi 
however does not disclose an alignment processor for selecting and retrieving 
possible indexed features of a plurality of in vivo images from multiple image 
capturing passes based on a computed local travel distance based on a global 
index and an anatomical index, and images in a neighborhood of said computed 
local travel distance. Therefore it is allowable over prior arts. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jayesh A. Patel whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1227. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7.00am to 4.30 pm (5- 
4-9). If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on 571-272-7429. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jayesh Patel 



09/18/07 




